The aroma of Christ in a messy world…

Manuscript Study – Revelation 21

Wednesday (4:00 – 5:00 PM)

[This session has been drastically curtailed due to the new schedule. It is recommended that, rather than doing a Communal Study in Acts 2, that you focus on Acts 2:1 – 13 and 42-47. Do the Newspaper Article activity – highlighted below followed by a Summary of the main points and the application questions. Take 20 minutes in Acts 2 and 40 minutes in Revelation 21. Again – you will NOT have time to do everything that is mentioned in the notes].
WHERE WE HAVE BEEN

Over the past several sessions we have looked at how sin has crept into the world and how the church has either failed to, or even actively resisted, live up to its calling to heal the brokenness of God’s planet.  However, there is hope.  God has made a promise to someday restore the world and bring an end to death, destruction, and brokenness for all time.  Furthermore, He has invited us to participate with Him in this mission.

WHERE WE ARE GOING

In this session we will be looking at the Church’s early attempts at living out Kingdom values and then at God’s final picture of victory in Revelation 21.  Furthermore, we will see how this revolution of restoration begins with Christ’s resurrection and spend some time praising Him for his glorious sacrifice on our behalf.  Finally, the students will have some time to reflect on their invitation to join Christ in His mission of redeeming the world in their quiet times.

THE METHOD:  Communal Bible Study & Manuscript Bible Study

We are going to begin this session in communal Bible study, looking at Acts 2 and then introducing manuscript Bible study*, using Revelation 21:1-14 & 22-27.  Below you will find notes for both the communal study and a Revelation manuscript that you can pass out to the students as well as leader’s notes for leading them through this study.  
ACTS 2 INTRODUCTION: (2 min)

· To communal Bible study:  (We’ll be studying the passage today inductively, letting the text guide our conclusions instead of using the text to prove our previous conclusions. We’ll do this as a whole group, though you’ll have time to process in smaller groups and alone)

· To the passage:  (Brief student-friendly explanation of the text’s background)

ENTER THE TEXT:  (10 min)

· Have students sit in process groups and read the passage aloud together.

· Divide the process groups with half of the groups writing a brief newspaper article covering v. 1-13 and the other half covering v. 42-47.  Remind them to include things like a description of what happened, as well as reactions and questions from the characters and possible observers.

SHARE OBSERVATIONS: (10 min)

· Allow a few of the students to read their news accounts.

· Ask the whole group, “What did you hear here, and what were your questions?”

· Collect their questions on an easel board, and be sure to tell them to hold off on answering them just yet.

· Be sure these observations/questions get included:

· What is the significance of the Holy Spirit? (vs 1-4 & 8-11)

· Why is language important to the growth of the early church?

· What is Peter doing by referring back to Joel (v. 17-21) and David (v. 25-35)?

· What happens after the initial rush of languages and impassioned pleas by Peter? What is different in the lives of these new believers?

ANSWER QUESTIONS TOGETHER: (15 min)
· Using the easel board of questions, circle the 3-4 most important questions that will lead to the main truths of the text.  (You may want to give a disclaimer that “though all of these questions would be interesting to investigate, due to time constraints we are just going to focus on a few of these as a group today.)

· Instruct process groups to choose one of the circled questions and use the clues in the text to discuss possible answers.  Be sure to encourage them that inductive study first looks for clues in the text you are studying, then after for clues in other parts of Scripture or Bible resources.  Remind them that though they may have heard someone they know comment on the answer somewhere else (like a pastor or mentor), today we are going to let the text be our evidence.
· Have a Bible dictionary on hand for groups who may need to use this as a resource.

· After giving the groups some time to process, have the groups share what they came up with.

· Be sure in your preparation, you have taken time as a leader to anticipate the most important questions, and a text-driven response to those questions.  Particularly focus on the questions suggested above.

· If there is an important circled question that none of the groups spent time on, now is the time to give your own response to that question and tie it into the passage.

SUMMARIZE:  (2 min)

· After walking through the passage and answering the question as a group, a few main themes should emerge:

· Proclamation of the Good News is for all

· The Good News demands a response

· The mess killed the King but the King is alive

As the leader, summarize the main themes with a few sentences or a paragraph.

For the early Church, God redefines reality by pointing to the past – Christ’s life, death and resurrection, and then pouring out the Holy Spirit. People hear the Good News in their own languages (which is why Bible translation is key to Christianity, unlike Islam which requires believers to know Arabic), which affects not just individuals but entire communities and people groups.
APPLY:  (3 min)

· Prepare in advance a few application questions.  Then choose one depending upon how the group conversation goes.

· Some options might be:

· How might you rewrite v. 5-13 with specific campus and community examples?

· What would a modern day “Pentecost” look like and how would people respond to that or to Peter’s message?

· How does the lifestyle of the new believers (v. 42-47) differ from people who are just doing good things?

· What does it mean for you to respond to and follow this Jesus? 

Break – Take a 5 minutes stretch break

Revelation Manuscript Study - It is broken up into five sections:

1. “Where are we?”  In this section you will find some notes to help set up the literary, historical, and cultural context of this passage.

2. “What’s going on?”  This section gives you an introductory study that the students should go through after reading through the text together.  This will help them enter into the text and begin the observation process.

3. “What does this mean?” At this point students will share their observations and begin asking questions of the text.  Some sample questions are provided for you, but you are encouraged to craft some of your own while preparing to lead this session.

4. “Where’s the tension?”  This section will help you summarize the main ideas of the passage as well as identify the primary challenge presented to us as we try to apply the lessons of the text to our personal lives.

5. “And your point is?”  The final section contains two possible applications from this text.  The first challenges the students to think about the corporate and systemic implications of the text.  The second challenges them to think about the personal and interpersonal implications of this passage.  Either may be used, so be familiar with both in case your group gravitates towards one more than the other.

SCRIPTURE:  Revelation 21:1-14 & 22-27

TIME CONSTRAINTS:  40 minutes So, you will need to help this session move along.

*This manuscript guide is based on a design constructed by Trever Risinger.  For more examples of this kind of guide, please visit www.ivcfurbana.org and click on “Documents”.

1:1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  4He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."  5He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!"  Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”   6He said to me:  "It is done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.  To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.  7He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.  8But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur.  This is the second death."  9One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."  10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.  11It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  12It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates.  On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.  13There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west.  14The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [vs 15-21 … ] 22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.  25On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.  26The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  27Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.
WHERE ARE WE?

literary, biblical, cultural & historical context

literary context

Revelation 21, continuing into chapter 22, comes at the end of a series of judgments on the present world and its corruption, represented by the city of Babylon, a reference to the Roman empire and its cult of emperor worship.  By contrast, this chapter shows what the consummation of God’s kingdom will bring.  It is filled with references to Old Testament prophecy and images as it points towards the ultimate destiny of God’s people; the church.

historical & cultural context

Most likely written by the apostle John in the late 1st century, he is encouraging the young church to remain faithful to God in the face of persecution and false teaching.  Writing to a mix of Gentile and Jewish believers, he portrays a culmination of God’s reign that extends to the whole earth and takes into account their present struggles and challenges.

WHAT’S GOING ON?

introductory study & observations

introductory study

Imagine that you are a visitor seeing this “city of God” for the first time.  What surprises you?  In what ways is it different from your home country or city?

is this really necessary?

This will help them think about what a redeemed world would actually look like.  It will also help in imagining what affects God’s kingdom could have on the issues that we have explored during this track time.

critical observations

What:  new heavens, new earth, new Jerusalem

Who:  God, his people, those outside (vv.8 & 27)

Repetition:  “Behold” (vv.3 & 5)

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

sharing observations & questions

questions

Help the group generate questions, but be prepared with the “must have” questions.

Examples:

(On what basis are people allowed into the city and on what basis are they left out?

(The word “Behold” is repeated twice.  What makes these statements significant?

(What does v.7 mean?  Who is the “son” and why is this verse significant?

(Why is the city described in this way (vv.10-14 & 22-25)?  What does this symbolize?
WHERE’S THE TENSION?

primary tension & transition

primary tension

God has something incredible in store for us:  an amazing world, totally redeemed.  But not everyone is going to make it there.  There are those who will be left outside.  We are called to be a part of God’s plan to bring this final picture to fruition, but too often the church has failed to live up to its calling to pursue this kingdom picture in the present.  We either ignore or continue to perpetrate the brokenness around us rather than serving as kingdom builders.

example transition

This final picture is incredible!  We see people restored to relationship with God and with each other.  We see peace restored, death defeated, and evil crushed.  This is the final destiny of God’s people and the world.  And yet, sometimes I don’t think that we, the body of Christ, are really pursuing this kind of vision.  We are content to let the brokenness and the mess continue rather than reaching out and really participating in God’s calling to reconcile all things to Christ.  But God wants something so much bigger.  What if we began pursuing this vision together?
AND YOUR POINT IS…?

application

application options
A bigger vision?

Sometimes it is easy to lose sight of the bigness of God’s kingdom in the everyday brokenness that we face.  However, Revelation 21 helps us to refocus our vision and realign our sight with His.  What are some ways in which it is easy for you to lose sight of God’s kingdom in the brokenness of this world?  Have there been times when you were content to sit back and “let others handle it” when faced with the brokenness around you?  In what ways do you sense God challenging you to get involved, join the party, and begin working for His kingdom in the world around you?

Send out the invites!

Something else that is very apparent is that not everyone will make it to God’s final party.  Revelation 21 says that “nothing unclean will ever enter it…but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life”.  Are there those around you who are missing the invitation to join God’s people?  What are some ways that you could begin reaching out to these people?  How might this final picture of God’s kingdom help ignite your witness to them?  Are there ways in which this picture of healing could serve to comfort them?  Spend some time reflecting on how God’s promises can speak into the brokenness of those around you.  Brainstorm some ways in which you can be a bearer of hope.
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