Walking into the mess…

Parable of the Wheat and Weeds

Thursday (4:35 – 5:05 PM)


Purpose:

1. To exhort students as they leave CFW to live in the tension of the present as “wheat” among the weeds – those people producing fruitful elements in the Kingdom.
Session Objectives:

1. Communicate that we are going back out into a mixed up, messy world, but we are called to be “wheat” and bear fruit for the Kingdom.

2. Tie the week’s worth of material together. 
Introduction: Overview of the week (5 mins)
· Talk about mess “thread” throughout the week 

· Why is the world so messed up?

· Before the mess

· Jesus enters the mess

· We are the mess

· Even though we have hope in Christ, we still live in the mess… now. We are living life after the Cross, but how do we deal day-to-day in the “already, but not yet”?

· As we leave Cedar Campus and re-enter life wherever we go, how do we come to terms with living in the mess? 

Devotional: Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43. The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds (15 mins)
Please note – the notes below are fairly extensive. Use them as background notes to help you develop a brief devotional that gets at the following main points:

· who the characters are in the parable
· what the outcome of the parable is
· the reality that we will live in the midst of wheat and weeds until Jesus returns

· but He will return!
Background notes:

1. Introduce the passage

· The passage is located in between many of Jesus’ parables about the Kingdom of God 

· Jesus continues with his motif of seeds. The parable previous to this one is the 4 types of soil.

· Read the passage aloud

· In v. 24-30, Jesus tells the parable

· In v. 36-43, Jesus explains the parable

2. The current reality of the kingdom of heaven: good seed v. bad seed anti-parallel in v. 24-26 

· Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a man who sows good seed in his field

· The good seeds are planted after the inauguration of the kingdom

· What is the good seed? (as explained in v. 37-38)

· The Man (sowing the good seed) is the Son of Man 

· The good seed are the sons of the Kingdom

· What is the bad seed? (as explained in v. 38-39)

· The enemy (sowing the bad seed) is the devil

· The weeds are the sons of the evil one

· Discuss the tension of the good seed coexisting with the bad seed

· Even though the kingdom has now been inaugurated through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, the devil attempts to mar the entire “field” as the sons of the Kingdom bring forth good works

· [Using an example, perhaps a personal story or global problem, illustrate the sometimes confusing co-existence of good and evil.]

3. The known future: the good seed and bad seed are forever separated; jump to v. 30; 40-43 

·  However, God has an answer to evil. Let’s go to the end of the story. The Master talks about how the reapers will go at the right time –the harvest—and gather the wheat while destroying the weeds.

· [Illustration] Sample illustration - not a perfect analogy:

· One summer, I worked as a TA for a Bay Ecology course. We worked right on the Chesapeake Bay. It was an experience in creation that I’ll never forget. I had the opportunity to teach children how to catch various species of fish with 14 ft long nets and trudge through miles of farmland and swamp. We observed how the environment has been changing because of man-made machines, waste, and activity. One man-made problem was the introduction of invasive species into the Chesapeake Bay habitat. 

· There is an invasive species that lines the banks of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. It’s called “phragmites” (frag-my-tees), and it looks almost like bamboo. However, these species spread everywhere—they are even spreading up into the Midwest. They are these weeds change the ecology of the land around them, degrading the wetlands and crowding out other animals and plants.

· Many have tried many means to destroy phragmite. Some have tried cutting them down, using biochemical sprays… even dynamite. However, to dispose of the phragmites, they must be removed from the site and burned only after treatment. Otherwise, they will continue to spread.

· Likewise, we must wait until the proper time for God to uproot these weeds, separate them from the good plants, & destroy them.

· As we’ve seen yesterday, Jesus’ Resurrection overcomes evil. He’s transferred us from the domain of darkness to the Kingdom, and there we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Col 1:13-14)

· In the end of the parable, the angels of the Lord gather the harvest and separate the good product from bad – there are no in-betweens. The law-breakers and causes of sin are ultimately and forever destroyed, and even punished. (v. 41-42) This is good news – any source of pain, hurt, and suffering are eradicated! (This is also sobering – we have a lot of work to do as heralds of the Gospel.)
· The righteous are brought to glory and will shine like the sun in the presence of the Father. 

· We must cling to this good word. This is the truth that sustains us as we live amongst the brokenness and mess of the world. 

4. The present tension: our desire to know why and what to do about it; v. 27-28 

· As for the servants, how do they respond to the bad seeds that are sprouting? How do we respond?

· The first thing they do is ask “why/how” (v. 27)

· v. 27: “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?”

· This response is very similar to the question we asked on the very first day. “Why is the world so messed up?” Why is there still deep pain, sin, and hurt in the world, when Jesus is already the solution? Sometimes it seems as if we are taking such small steps. As we watch history repeat itself, we may encounter and experience complex emotions and questions. 

· You may feel confusion; when you feel confused, cling to the truth of the Gospel.

· God’s promises are real and true

· We stand on grace and salvation through Christ

· When you feel grief, cling to hope.

· Know that the final judgment of lawbreakers and sin itself is forthcoming – Jesus will handle that

· Know that God raised Jesus from the dead – and we will experience a resurrected, glorified body one day in the New Heavens & New Earth

· When you feel anger, cling to humility.

· Consider the almost backward, humble way that Jesus dealt the final blow to death, sin, and injustice.

· [Illustration: use a personal example when you felt confused, grieved, or angry about injustice and address how God is calling you to live.]

· The second thing they do is ask “what can we do to deal with the weeds now?” (v. 28)

· The servants ask the Master about going immediately to take care of the problem. They want to take action right away.

· However, the Master tells them to wait until the final harvest – supposedly to protect the other wheat from getting destroyed in the process.

· We are not called to action in a way that encourages a violent upheaval of authority / oppressors, or to take the ultimate fate of evil upon ourselves. This is not within the solution that God proposed.

· We are also not called to passive waiting, but to active waiting and engagement.

· Jesus has taken on the ultimate fate of evil by triumphing over it on the cross. For now, our role is to continue bearing fruit until one day you will “shine like the sun in the kingdom” (v 43)

· As we do this, we need to deal with our own judgmentalism and anger – Jesus came both for us… and for the dealers of injustice.

· We need to practice patience and active waiting, as well as loving our enemies, blessing those who curse us, etc. (Luke 6:27-28)

· [Example from MLK Jr: see appendix]

Response: committing to the Lord as we leave CFW (2 mins)
· We know that we are to be the aroma of Christ, but apart from a theoretical understanding of this, we must learn to live with the tension of seeing both wheat and weeds co-existing until final judgment.

· Pick one area to continue asking the Lord to grow you in, whether that be in gender, sexuality, race, poverty, etc. issues

· Pray corporately to commit to continue exploring these issues, grow in love, understand the Gospel evermore, and be sent out to be Christ’s aroma.

Deal with any business that needs to be dealt with  (7 mins)
· Room clean up

· Evaluations

· Next Steps Card – give them time to fill it out. If they don’t finish they can take it to Process groups later.
APPENDIX

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. sample quotes

From his sermon, “The Ultimate Doom of Evil” 

Central United Methodist Church, Detroit, March 20, 1964

“There is nothing more obvious than the fact that evil is present in the universe. We may debate over the origin of evil, but only the superficial optimist would debate over its reality. Evil is with us as a grim, stark and colossal reality. The Bible is very clear in its affirmation of the reality of evil. And from the beginning of the Old Testament to the end of the New Testament, we read over and over again of the reality of evil. The Bible pictures evil symbolically as a conniving serpent which comes to inject a discord in the beautiful symphony of life in a garden. In the New Testament, it pictures evil as nagging tares disrupting the orderly growth of stately wheat. The prophets picture evil in aptly [sic] hypocrisy and tragic injustices. The Bible is clear in its affirmation of evil. 

And certainly as we look around in our day, we see evil in all of its glaring and ugly dimensions. We see evil in tragic lusts and inordinate ambitions. We see it in high places where men are willing to sacrifice truth on the altar of their self-interests.

We see evil in racial injustice where men are willing to trample over other men with the iron feet of oppression. We see it in calamitous wars where battlefields are left drenched with blood and men by the hundreds and thousands are sent home psychologically deranged and physically handicapped. We have seen evil. We have seen it in all of its dimensions. And so that it seems that in the long history of mankind in the world, there is a tension, a conflict in the universe between good and evil.

[But] Christianity goes to affirm that in the long struggle between good and evil, good always emerges as the victor. Evil will ultimately be doomed by the powerful forces of good. This is the affirmation of Christianity. Good Friday may occupy the throne for a day, but ultimately it must give way to the triumphant beat of the drums of Easter. Evil may so shape events that Caesar may occupy the palace and Christ a cross, but one day that same Christ will rise up and split history into A.D. and B.C., so that even the life of Caesar must be dated by his name. ‘Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass and wither like the green herb.’”

…

“And so when days become dark and nights become dreary and we go through those moments of the chilly winds of adversity blowing all around us and are forced to stand amid the surging water of life’s restless sea, gain consolation from the fact that there is a God in this universe who is able to lift us from the fatigue of despair to the buoyancy of hope and transform dark and desolate valleys into sunlit paths of inner peace. This is our faith, and this is our hope, and this is what can keep us going in difficult and frustrating days. ‘Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass and wither like the green herb.’ ‘Trust in the Lord and do good, [Amen.] and he will give thee the desires of thine heart. [Amen.]’

And now unto him who is able to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless before our Father’s throne, to him be power and authority, majesty and dominion now, henceforth and forevermore, world without end. Amen. [Amen.]”
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