Remember what it was like…

Quiet Time – Genesis 1 & 2

Monday (9:00 - 10:00 AM)


Opening Prayer: Ask God to open your heart and minds and speak to you through his Word.  Use this prayer if you would like:

Heavenly Father, I pray that you would use this time to speak to me.  Give me an understanding heart and mind that I may know you and your purposes in this world better.  Holy Spirit provide me with guidance and wisdom as I read and process these words.  I ask this in the name of my Savior Jesus, who provides access to your throne O God, Amen.

Read: Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 as a whole considering that they are not separate accounts, but rather that Genesis 2 is most likely a further explanation of the day six account from Genesis 1.

Reflection: Look around at the creation and surroundings you are in.  Take 5-7 minutes to enjoy it reflecting on a particular aspect that causes you to be in awe of God or to give him praise.  If you have a camera take some pictures, if you like to draw sketch it, if you like words describe it.

Questions of the text:

1. What do you observe about how God made all that he did? (In what manner does he create? Is it in a certain order? Does he care about how it is done?)

2. In chapter one do you notice any parallel passages, or days that seem to fit together?  What are they and why might they fit together? (Compare verses 3-13 and 14-25.)

3. In what ways are man and woman unique in God’s creation?  What do you think it means to be made in God’s image?  

4. What commands does God give man and woman in Gen 1:28-31?  What similarities do you notice between God’s work of creation and humankind’s responsibility to live in and care for it?

5. What further clues do you find in chapter two about what it means to be made in God’s image?  How does this passage speak to humankind’s call to fill and subdue the earth?

6. In Gen 1:2 all is said to be formless and empty.  By the end of chapter two God formed and filled the earth and has asked humankind to continue what he began.  God even plants a special garden just for Adam and Eve that they may begin their task in it learning after God’s own model.  They are now called to take the order and harmony of the garden to the rest of the earth.  What garden has God called you to tend?  What needs does it have for order and harmony? Where does it have opportunity for expansion?

7. In chapter one all is evaluated to be good or very good at the end of the day.  In the middle of day six, in chapter two, something is not good.  What is it and why?  How does God remedy this?  What is Adam’s response to God’s solution?

8. From these two chapters what do you learn about the relationship humankind is to have with God, creation, and one another?  What steps do you take in your own life to bring form and fullness to your relationship with God, the created order, and your friends and relatives?

Closing: Take some time and reflect more on questions 6 and 8.  Offer your answers up to God as prayer requests for those relationships and responsibilities that have been entrusted into your care.
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