The aroma of Christ in a messy world…

Liturgical Worship
Wednesday (5:05 – 5:20 PM)

PURPOSE:

At this point in the session we want the students to engage meditatively and prayerfully in worshipping God for the gift of the Resurrection.  While Revelation 21 depicts the culmination of God’s kingdom, His revolution began at the resurrection of Christ.  For “Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20).


METHOD:  Liturgical Prayer

For this time of prayer and worship we are going to use liturgical prayer.  This type of prayer was common in the first 1500 years of the church and still remains the primary method of corporate prayer in Catholic, Orthodox, and some Protestant circles.  It can help unite the minds of the participants as they read Scripture out loud together and engage in prayers that expound upon the meaning of those passages.  In a way, it is a way of teaching through prayer.  It may be important to share this with those students who are not used to this style of prayer.


TIME CONSTRAINTS:  15 minutes

OPENING PRAYER

O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection has delivered us from the power of the enemy, grant us to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him, in the joy of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.i
OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 2:2-5

RESPONSIVE PRAYER

Who has joined the people together in peace?  Who has brought reconciliation to those who were once parted by hatred?

It is you, Christ Jesus!  For from ages past you promised peace.

Lord Jesus, by your resurrection we are a new people.  May peace reign in us as you reign in us.  In the name of the Prince of Peace we pray.  Amen.ii
PSALM OF RESPONSE:  Psalm 65

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion,


and to you shall vows be performed.

O you who hears prayer,


to you shall all flesh come.

When iniquities prevail against me,


you atone for our transgressions.

Blessed is the one you choose and bring near,


to dwell in your courts!

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,


the holiness of your temple!

By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,


O God of our salvation,

the hope of all the ends of the earth


and of the farthest seas;

the one who by his strength established the mountains,


being girded with might;

who stills the roaring of the seas,


the roaring of their waves,


the tumult of the peoples,

so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth


are in awe at your signs.

You make the going out of the morning


and the evening to shout for joy.

You visit the earth and water it;


you greatly enrich it;

the river of God is full of water;


you provide their grain, for so you have prepared it.

You water its furrows abundantly,


settling its ridges

softening it with showers and blessing its growth.

You crown the year with your bounty;


your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.

The pastures of the wilderness overflow,


the hills gird themselves with joy,

the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,


the valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout


and sing together for joy.

NEW TESTAMENT READING:  2 Corinthians 5:16-21

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Let us give thanks to the Lord!

Lord, we thank you that in Christ we are a new creation.  We praise you for not counting our transgressions against us, instead making peace by the blood of your Son.  Just as you declared all things good at the creation of the world, we ask that you would make us, your church, very good in your sight.  Help us to live out our calling to the ministry of reconciliation and may we daily become more and more like your Son.  We pray all of this in the name of the true reconciler, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

GOSPEL READING:  Luke 24:36-53

BENEDICTION

May the yoke of the Law of God be on your shoulder,

The coming of the Holy Spirit on your head,

The sign of Christ on your forehead,

The hearing of the Holy Spirit in your ears,

The smelling of the Holy Spirit in your nose,

The vision of the people of heaven in your eyes,

The speech of the people of heaven in your mouth,

The work of the church of God in your hands,

The good of God and of neighbor in your feet,

May God dwell in your heart, and may you belong entirely to God the Father.

Amen.iii


A NOTE ON SOURCES

iThe opening prayer was written by Gregory the Great (c.540-604 AD).  He was Pope from 590, the fourth and last of the Latin “Doctors of the Church.”  He was a prolific author and a powerful unifying force within the Latin Church, initiating the liturgical reform that brought about the Gregorian Sacramentary and Gregorian chant.

ii.The responsive prayer was adapted from Athanasius’ commentary on Isaiah 2 found in On The Incarnation 52.1.  Athanasius (c.295-373 AD) was a native of Alexandria and secretary/deacon to his bishop at the Council of Nicaea (325 AD).

iiiThe benediction was written by Fursa (c. 650 AD), an Irish missionary who saw visions that gained him great literary fame during the Middle Ages.

SAMPLE TRANSITION:


We have just spent some time looking at God’s final picture of the kingdom in Revelation 21.  It is a beautiful picture of what God will do at the final and complete redemption of the world.  However, this revolution began with the empty tomb and the resurrection of Christ.  Let us spend some time meditating on that incredible gift of grace and worshiping God in prayer together.





PREPARATION NOTE:


The text of the liturgy can be printed off and handed out or placed on PowerPoint slides.  The important thing is that every student be able to see and read the text.�


At several points in the liturgy it calls for a reading from Scripture.  You may want to assign those readings to certain students before you begin this prayer time.�


The text in red italics indicates when the leader should read, whereas the plain text indicates the lines for the students.
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