Remember what it was like…

Creation and Fall

Monday (10:30 AM - 12:15 PM)


Creation & Fall

Purpose:  To provide students with a biblical framework for understanding the universal destructiveness of sin by looking at the way things should have been, and to help them understand that while we cannot go back God does leave us with a promise to redeem what was lost.

Session Objectives: 

· To help students discover God’s purposes for humankind, as his image bearers, to continue his work of bringing form and fullness to the creation for the purpose of bringing glory and honor to God’s name.  

· To help students understand the biblical ideal of shalom, and how sin works to destroy shalom.  Things are not what they should be (not just personally, but corporately, systemically, and environmentally).

· To help students see how quickly sin worked to thwart God’s purposes even in early history (Gen 4-11), and how God responded.

· To help students see God’s commitment to continue his purposes for his creation and his image bearers.
Content:

Central Truth: Humankind failed to obediently trust in God and his purposes for us to be his representatives in and over his creation resulting in the loss of shalom (wholeness, peace, and harmony between God, man, and the created order).

Concepts to discuss: 

1. Shalom – universal flourishing, wholeness and delight.  What we would experience if we would have obediently continued in the work of bringing form and fullness to all God had made.  

2. Image of God – We are different from all other created beings.  We were made to reflect and represent God wherever we go.  As we filled the earth with his image, he would get glory and be praised, honored and worshipped throughout his creation.  We are to be about his name not ours.  Our central focus is to be God and his glory.

3. Creation mandate – Creation was made for us to thrive in as its pinnacle.  We were given responsibility to care for all that God has made.  Its prosperity was tied to us as its caretakers.  This relates to all aspects of life: agriculture, economics, education, science, etc… We are to serve God, one another, and creation by humbly seeing all of life flourish.

4. Redemptive Promise – Even though we turned away from God in distrust and disobedience, God committed himself to redeem us, renew us, and reform us.  Gen 3:15, Gen 8:12-17, Gen 11-12.

Creation (10:30-11AM)
I. Discussion of quiet time (15 min)
a. What impacted you most from your time spent in Gen 1-2?
b. When you read or hear the description of human beings as made in the image of God what emotions or thoughts come to mind?  How would you explain what it means to be human to someone who has not read the Bible?

c. To be human:
i. (v.26) “make man in our image, in our likeness” 

1. In the ancient world an image was believed to carry the essence of that which it represented. An idol image of deity, the same terminology as used here, would be used in the worship of that deity because it contained the deity’s essence. This would not suggest that the image could do what the deity could do, nor that it looked the same as the deity. Rather, the deity’s work was thought to be accomplished through the idol.
  (IVP commentary)
2. concept that the image provides the capacity not only to serve in the place of God (his representative containing his essence) but also to be and act like him
  (IVP commentary)
ii. Likeness – similar traits that God has – intellect, emotion, will, creativity, etc…

iii. Reflection – ability to be witnesses of and to God’s glory

iv. Demonstration – capacity to act on God’s behalf as servant’s to creations well being and ongoing development. (v.28) “ruling over the earth…)

v. A gift, the only creation that is made in his image.
d. Further describe humanity -- What is the relationship between how we are made (1:26-27) and what we are to do (1:28)?

i. God’s purposes:
1. Filling of the earth – expansion and multiplication of his image. (1.28).  God designed humanity to flourish, to prosper, to fill the earth as representatives of God…
2. Forming of the earth – oversight and development of creation’s ongoing growth. “rule over, subdue the earth…(v.28)”; 
e. Our purpose – not just commands, but blessing.  God wanted to see his creation flourish, to see humans at the pinnacle ruling, subduing and filling the earth.  But doesn’t just leave them with those commands, he helps Adam and Eve do this.

i. Planting of garden for a place to begin and learn from (God’s intimate care for and discipling of his people.) “Blessed in order to bless the rest of creation?”
1. Beautiful, lush, perfectly arranged, color of flowers and plants and animals, a place to enjoy relax play  (pics or planet earth)

2. Safe & secure
ii. Adam’s first job as ruling over and subduing the earth – given the job of naming of animals.  Opportunity to create names, God giving Adam opportunity to rule, to create in the garden.

iii.  God affirming community -- discovery of relational/partnership needs.  Humanity designed for relationship; male & female created to work together
iv. A test of obedience and trust in God’s word and ways.

II. Introduce Concept of Shalom (3-5 min)

a. Define shalom 

i. Platinga – “The webbing together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, fulfillment, and delight is what the Hebrew prophets call shalom.  We call it peace, but it means far more than mere peace of mind or cease-fire between enemies.  In the Bible. Shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness and delight…” p.10 Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be.

ii. Creation – God’s Shalom – his design of what life should be like, the way things should go, his idea of perfection, life flourishing.

iii. Strong’s definition of Shalom : completeness, soundness, welfare, peace

1. completeness (in number)

2. safety, soundness (in body)

3. welfare, health, prosperity

4. peace, quiet, tranquility, contentment

5. peace, friendship

a. of human relationships

b. with God especially in covenant relationship

6. peace (from war)
ii. God’s design was for humans to experience and participate in shalom, as his representatives on earth.  We were to care for the earth, for each other, we were to create (physically bear children) but to also be creative.  We were to start in the garden, beautiful place – a place to live in perfect harmony, perfect relationship with God.  God gifting us with the gift of Shalom, to be part of it, to experience it, to receive Shalom and to help create Shalom.

b. Invite you to take a part of Shalom.  Do activity (15 min)

Part One: Activity to Demonstrate Experiencing Creation (11-11:15AM)
Making and Sharing of Creation Gifts

Purpose:  to model God’s image (imagination, reason and choice), and God’s purpose (forming and filling) in a generous act of creating something for another.

Objectives:

· To have participants use their creativity as an expression of being made in God’s image.

· To share their “blessing” or creation gift in context of community and relationship.

· To create an atmosphere of caring relationship within the group.

Materials:

Paper, Markers, Pens, Pencils

Wikki Stix
Modeling clay

Any art supplies you can think of for a quick creation.

Activity:

1. Pair students up and have them quickly find out some of the things they enjoy about God’s creation. (1-2min)

2. Have resource table set up for students to use to make a gift of creation for their partner.  Give them instructions to make a small gift of creation for their new friend that can be done in ten minutes.  Examples: Drawings, poems, songs, sculptures.  It might be good to have some examples (maybe your staff team could have some made already that they gave to each other during planning meetings.) (10 minutes)

3. Have students present their gift to their friend and describe what they made and why. (1-2 minutes)

4. Send students on a 15 minute break where they must leave the room with their gifts.  They should feel free to talk with each other and enjoy their gifts.  They should bring their gifts back and be prepared to share them and what they learned through this time. (1 min)
5. Why did you choose to create this gift in this way?  What did you enjoy about creating this gift?  Take some time to observe some of God’s creations.  What do you enjoy about his creation?  Are there any aspects of Shalom that you sense or observe during your walk (either things you observe in nature, your gift sharing, etc.)
Break -  Experiencing Creation and enjoying their gifts (11:15-11:30AM)
Part Two:  Activity to experience the Fall (11.30-11.50)
· To create an environment of chaos modeling the loss of shalom.

· To have students participate in the uncomfortable process of taking a good creation and destroying it.
· To model the destructiveness of sin and experience the physical, emotional and spiritual consequences of the fall

· To help students mourn the loss of shalom (garden experience), realize we cannot go back to the Garden, and begin the process of looking forward for God to restore shalom in the future.

Materials:

Scissors 

Rubber mallet

Black markers

Some kind of box or non-transparent container

Activity:

1. While students are on break and enjoying their gifts, the staff need to carefully turn the room into chaos.  Be careful with the camps property!!  Overturn tables and chairs.  Disrupt the layout of the room.  Take down anything making it homey.  Remove creation pictures from the morning and bring about a general mess and disorder.  You might even lightly block the way back into the room making it difficult for students to assemble again. (15 minutes)

2. Once students start coming in the room the staff should be short and matter of fact with the students.  Don’t explain anything yet.  Just tell them to assemble quietly – no talking. They need to find a place to sit amongst the mess (you might want to even prohibit them being in chairs).  They cannot pick up anything or clean up in any way. (2-3 miniutes)

3. Once everyone is assembled tell them they must now take their creation to the front of the room and find something in the box to use to destroy their creation or severely damage it in some way.  Pictures/poems can be cut up and/or marked up.  Sculptures can be pounded with mallet, etc…
4. Debrief – ask students how they are feeling

a. What was it like to walk back in the room this way?

b. What was it like to destroy the gift?

c. What was it like to see your gift destroyed?

d. Why did some of you protest more than others?

Part Two:  Shalom Destroyed (11:50-12:05PM)
b. Look at the rest of the story – the garden is trashed (Genesis 3):

i. Read v.1-13

ii. V.1-5:  Serpent casting doubt on God’s character and his intent of goodwill towards humanity.  Woman is confused, distorts the command that God gives.

iii. V. 6:  acting on the doubt, woman sees that fruit is good for food, pleasing to the eye and desirable for gaining wisdom.  Adam & Eve go against what God commands them to do and sin enters the garden.
c. Define nature of sin from a universal perspective

i. Sin is breaking of God’s law and purposes.  It keeps us from our original purpose of forming and filling the earth. It is a “falling short” or “missing of the mark” of God’s perfection at a personal level and beyond, for its impact reaches into every arena and flows into multiple societal and environmental relationships.

ii. Platinga – “sin is unoriginal, that it disrupts something good and harmonious, that (like a housebreaker) it is an intruder… it is the disruption or disturbance of what God has designed.” p.16 NTWISTB 
d. Continuation of story:  so, loss of perfection, sin quickly disrupts what the garden was intended for, disrupts the image of God:

i. V.7-10:  realize they are naked, make coverings from themselves and hide from God.  Were naked before, but didn’t need to cover themselves… now that they have sinned, have gone against God’s commands, are now ashamed of their nakedness—of who they are.  Have need to hide from God.

1. Instead of beautiful place to enjoy creation & God; garden becomes a place to hide from God

2. Broken relationship between god & man

3. Broken relationship between adam & eve – blaming each other

ii. Consequences of sin – v.14-end:

1. God curses Satan, forever battle between good & evil, doomed eventually to destruction

2. Woman – pains in childbearing; conflict & tension in relationship with husband which was supposed to originally be a beautiful and harmonious relationship

3. Man – God curses the ground and man’s labor 

4. God kicks them out – consequences of sin, they not only bear the consequences but they are no longer allowed in the garden with God.  Broken relationship with god.  Shalom in the garden is no more. 
e. A picture of the loss of Shalom:
i. Dad having cancer my freshman year of college.
ii. Illustration of loss of Shalom - ?
III. Our part in rebelling against Shalom 

a. Sin is us choosing to go against what God designed, sin is structures and systems not promoting shalom/flourishing/life.  Once we have rebelled, there’s no going back… 

b. Rebellion against Shalom started in the garden but has continued on with us – see in yesterday’s study (Isaiah 58) to current society today (race simulation)… ways that the church has passively or actively rebelled against shalom, ways that nations have done the same.  Our rebellion against Shalom is a rebellion against the gift of Shalom that God has given to us…

c. This is where it all started.

IV.   The loss of Shalom and God’s response:

a. Gen 3:15 – God’s promise to ultimately defeat Satan and Evil – Promise of God’s hand of Sovereignty over history and Salvation within history.

(12:05-12:15PM)

V. Final Comments by PD:  Bring this time to a close by tying together the themes of the morning of being made in God’s image, the loss of shalom, the fact that we cannot go back to Gen 3, but we should look ahead for what god is going to do to remedy it.

VI. Give students 10 minutes to go and reflect on the morning.  Encourage them to Journal their thoughts and even think about questions they have for the rest of the track for the week.   (He – Jars of Clay music in background?)

a. Where have you experienced shalom and results of the fall in your life? On campus? 

b. Take some time to mourn the loss of shalom…
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