The aroma of Christ in a messy world…

Quiet Time – 2 Cor. 2:13-3:6
Wednesday (11:30 AM – 12:15 PM)

A Letter from Christ
2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6

CHRISTIANITY IS essentially a lay movement.  But one would not think so while visiting the average church.  Often the impression we get is that ministry is for the theologically trained, the polished and proficient.  With the professionalism of ministry in our society, many of us question our ability to actively proclaim and live out the good news of God’s kingdom.  Like Paul, we ask, “Who is equal to such a task?” (2:16).  In this section Paul tells us why all believers are competent for ministry in Christ.

Warming Up to God

How do you feel about being told that becoming a Christian means becoming a minister?  Talk to God about fears you have about being a minister.

Discovering the Word

1. Read 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6.  Because Paul had no peace of mind in Troas, he couldn’t take full advantage of the “door” the Lord has opened for him.  How was he able to speak of his triumph in Christ (2:14) in the same breath as confessing his weakness?



2. What do you think Paul means in saying we are “the smell of death” to some and “the fragrance of life” to others (2:15-16)?


3. In contrast to those who boasted about their letters of recommendation, Paul says the Corinthians are his letter (3:1-3).  What sort of letter are they?

4. In 2:16 Paul asked, “Who is equal to such a task?”  What answer does he give in 3:4-6?


5. According to Paul, how does our ministry under the New Covenant contrast with ministry under the Old (3:3-6)?

Applying the Word

1. When has Christ enabled you to triumph in the midst of personal struggle?



2. How does the thought that Christianity spreads like a fragrance challenge your church or Christian group?  What are some ways in which your fellowship or church could begin giving off the aroma of Christ?  Be specific.



3. How has this passage encouraged you to feel competent to minister as a disciple of Jesus?  In what concrete ways could you begin living as an ambassador for Christ on your campus?



Responding in Prayer

You are a letter from Christ.  Pray that you would represent Christ to those around you and that your fellowship or church would become the aroma of Christ in the world.
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