The King enters the mess…

Process Groups & Group Sharing

Monday (5:20 - 6:15 PM)


5:20 – 5:55 PM 
Process Groups

5:55 – 6:15 PM
Group Sharing

III. Encountering Christ in the mess – Process Group Exercise (00:35) 

Session Objectives:

This session is supposed to help students see how God’s solution to the mess is to send Jesus, who goes “all in” in his response to the mess. 

Here, the process groups will examine different stories found in the Gospels or Christ interacting with the mess. The goal for this time is to help students translate what Jesus did in his context to respond to the mess, and then expressing their understanding of how Jesus might address these issues in a modern context. The stories will be based around issues listed in the track description: racism, sexism, poor stewardship, etc.

INSTRUCTIONS:

Have students divide up into their respective process groups. List the possible passages of Scripture on the PowerPoint, and have each group decide on which issue they might want to address. It is suggested that students choose an issue from the process group time on Sunday night. The total time for this section is 0:30 minutes.

0:00-0:04 – Divide into process groups; begin deciding which issue 

0:04-0:08 – Read the passage together and discern how Jesus addresses the issue. Use the following questions to help students quickly determine the central truth and principle from the passage:

· Identify the main conflict

· Contrast the reactions between the people/crowd and Jesus

· What is surprising about how Jesus approaches the main conflict? 

· What principles can we learn from Jesus’ example & life?

0:08-0:30 – Think of how to re-write the story into a modern context using drama/scripts, spoken word/poetry, and other written, creative elements. This exercise can be done individually or in the group.

Passages of Scripture concerning:

Stewardship – Luke 19:11-27 “Parable of Money Usage” (Contrast the reaction between the 3rd servant and the Master)

Gender – Luke 7:36-50 “A Sinful Woman Anoints Jesus”

Gender & Race – John 4:1-26 “Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman” 

Race / Ethnicity – Luke 10:30-37 “Parable of the Good Samaritan”

Sexuality – John 8:1-11 “The Adulterous Woman”

Class – Luke 18:35-43 “A Blind Beggar Receives His Sight”

[For a sample re-write, see the appendix at the end of this document]

IV. Group Sharing – Corporate Soul Space (0:20)

GOAL: To lead the entire group in community-oriented time of sharing their re-written stories, which may help students from different cultural traditions to process aloud. 

INSTRUCTIONS:

Allow space for students to share their stories. If there is time, lead the group corporately in discussion. What did they discover as they were translating the passage to a modern context? What surprised them about how Jesus took action or responded? 

Appendix: Sample Creative Re-telling 

Gender & Race - John 4:1-26

I know we’re on our way, but please, 

Could we

Take the highway, take the suburban road – 

Take the scenic route!

Why anyone want to pass through 

East Cleveland?

I know you’re tired, it’s really hot

We could

Find you something to eat

Don’t stop too long, don’t take a look 

Maybe we could head back down the street

Stay at this mart, it’s safe

There’s nobody here, so

I’ll go

Get something cool to drink and good to eat

Why are you talking to that girl?

I wonder

Cause she’s young and she’s pregnant 

And doesn’t have the means

To stand on her own two feet

How can you offer her a bottle of Lifewater

When you haven’t even offered it to me?

It’s not a bottle of Lifewater?

Well anyway, she went away 

Let’s head back to church,

Look at the time, the delay

Now wait, who are all these people

You want to stay? Risk getting shot

At this time of day? 
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