The mess kills the King…

Communal Bible Study and Exposition – Luke 4

Tuesday (11:40 - 12:20 PM)


[This Session has been shortened considerably to fit the 2016 CFW Schedule]
11:40 – 12:10 PM
Communal Bible Study – Luke 4: 14-28
WHERE WE’VE BEEN:  God created the world to experience shalom, but the world destroyed that shalom with our sinful desires.  We’ve now started to investigate God’s response to the mess we created… He entered it Himself.

WHERE WE’RE GOING:  Now we want to explore what Jesus did as he entered the mess.  His plan was to bring freedom and good news for those living in the mess they created. We want to arrive at the point that Jesus is crucified because his revolution seeks to redefine reality – overthrowing Roman dominance and Jewish prejudice.

Best of all it seeks to do this through love.

However, systems of power and prejudice still exist today. In the next exercise, after lunch, we want the students to see where they have areas of power and prejudice and ask them the question, what would we crucify Jesus for today? Jesus revolution threatens all forms of human power.

Optional:

Use the Isaiah 61 clip (found under “Meditations” on the Picture This DVD as an intro (this is a rap).
BACKGROUND (for the leader):

Luke’s account of Jesus’ life through 2 books (Luke and Acts) was meant to help others “know the certainty of what you have been taught” (1:4).  It is thought this may be the same Luke who accompanied Paul as a physician.  Luke’s perspective is unique, as he tells the story as a historian, “carefully investigating everything from the beginning” and “[writing] an orderly account for you” (1:3).  His gospel begins with a lengthy account of Jesus’ birth and preparation for ministry (John the Baptist, Jesus’ baptism, genealogy, and temptation).  This passage is the bridge between Jesus’ preparation and the accounts of his ministry that began when “Jesus himself was about thirty years old” (3:23).  The Holy Spirit has been a main character from the beginning of this gospel, (1:15, 1:35, 2:25-26, 3:16) and the last three sections (baptism, temptation, and this passage) have all begun with reference to the Holy Spirit (3:22, 4:1, 4:14, as well as 4:18).  This sets the tone for the conversation he is about to have in the synagogue that day, as it seems to be the “theme statement” for all that is to come in the book.

INTRODUCTION: (2 min)

· To communal Bible study:  (We’ll be studying the passage today inductively, letting the text guide our conclusions instead of using the text to prove our previous conclusions. We’ll do this as a whole group, though you’ll have time to process in smaller groups and alone)

· To the passage:  (Brief student-friendly explanation of the text’s background)

ENTER THE TEXT:  (5 min)

· Have students sit in process groups and read the passage aloud together.

· Students pair up and write an unrecorded conversation from 2 people who were in the synagogue that day.  Remind them to include things like a description of what happened, as well as their characters’ reactions and questions.

SHARE OBSERVATIONS: (10 min)

· Allow a few of the students to read their conversations.

· Ask the whole group, “What did you see here, and what were your questions?”

· Collect their questions on an easel board, and be sure to tell them to hold off on answering them just yet.

· Be sure these observations/questions get included:

· What is the significance of the Holy Spirit? (vs 14 & 18)

· What is the “year of the Lord’s favor”?

· Is this good news literal or just spiritual?

· What did he mean by “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”?

· What was the significance of the references to Elijah and Elisha?

· Why were the people first amazed but later wanted to kill him?

ANSWER QUESTIONS TOGETHER: (10 min)
· Using the easel board of questions, circle the 3-4 most important questions that will lead to the main truths of the text.  (You may want to give a disclaimer that “though all of these questions would be interesting to investigate, due to time constraints we are just going to focus on a few of these as a group today.)

· Instruct process groups to choose one of the circled questions and use the clues in the text to discuss possible answers.  Be sure to encourage them that inductive study first looks for clues in the text you are studying, then after for clues in other parts of Scripture or Bible resources.  Remind them that though they may have heard someone they know comment on the answer somewhere else (like a pastor or mentor), today we are going to let the text be our evidence.
· Have a Bible dictionary on hand for groups who may need to use this as a resource.

· After giving the groups some time to process, have the groups share what they came up with.

· Be sure in your preparation, you have taken time as a leader to anticipate the most important questions, and a text-driven response to those questions.  Particularly focus on the questions suggested above.

· If there is an important circled question that none of the groups spent time on, now is the time to give your own response to that question and tie it into the passage.

SUMMARIZE:  (2 min)

· After walking through the passage and answering the question as a group, a few main themes should emerge:

· Redemption

· Justice

· The mess kills the King

As the leader, summarize the main themes with a few sentences or a paragraph.

We are always ready for a Saviour, but when he does show up, we want to kill him.

12:10 – 12:15 PM Summary Talk or Thoughts: [MUST BE SHORT!!]
Empires, Peace and Sacrifice:  The Roman Empire thought themselves to be a force for good in the world as do all empires.  They believed that through the power of a very strong army and sufficient laws they could establish Peace in the world.  This they called Pax Romano, "The Peace of Rome".  This Peace which they tried to establish was a very brutal and unfair peace and like most attempts of this sort it resulted in increased power for the already powerful and no power for those on the margins of society.  And no peace for anyone.  For Israel, Pax Romano was a nightmare.  Israel had little control over its own destiny and it was subjected to the large and small humiliations of having been conquered and controlled for the benefit of Rome. 

It was in this context that Jesus in Luke 4 proclaims good news to those who were oppressed by the physical and spiritual oppression of the Roman Empire and the oppression from those Jewish leaders who went along with the empire.  To proclaim good news to those groups that were outsiders to the society, challenged the Empire and the spiritual forces behind it. 

Rome feared insurrection.  The zealots were a group of revolutionaries bound on freeing Israel from Rome.  As such the zealots were viewed as terrorists by Rome, but freedom fighter by many in Israel.  Jesus quote from Isaiah 61 was known to be a passage about Israel coming into its own and throwing off would be captors.

But Jesus quote of this passage also disturbed mainstream Jewish people and the Zealots because he does not mention the word vengeance that appears in the Isaiah passage.  His method for his time on earth would not be vengeance but sacrifice.  Among Jewish people the Zealots had the hardest time understanding the methods of Jesus.  They thought that Jesus was telling them NOT to resist the evil.  Many people, including Christians still think that is the message of Jesus. To just wait till heaven.  

In the musical Jesus Christ Super Star Andrew Lloyd Weber has Judas speak his own confusion about  Jesus plan.  The real Judas, Peter (who was also a Zealot) and apparently Andrew Weber, were all confused between the statements of Jesus and Jesus' refusal to fight.  Was Jesus calling for passivity or revolution as he expressed in the list of social transformations in Luke 4?   Did Jesus want freedom for the captives and the oppressed and the blind?  Or was that going to wait or only be an internal transformation of "soul"? The Answer is that Jesus was inaugurating a revolution, but one whose method would lead to the cross not to fighting.  That is why Peter rebuked him and why Jesus responded so strongly.  Mark 8:30-33.

Jesus was really telling them to resist evil in a new kind of way.  One that would have them love their enemy and as Martin Luther King would state, "love their enemy so much that they want to get him straight."

This was not just resistance to the physical injustices, but was going to be the very method of God in undermining all evil for all time.  Leaving each human being with the choice of  having heaping coals that consume or purify.   Jesus was indeed bringing good news of not only the end of oppression for the oppressed, the brokenhearted, the captives and the blind, but he was bringing a new way of doing that and that is truly revolutionary.

APPLY:  (3 min)

· Prepare in advance a few application questions.  Then choose one depending upon how the group conversation goes.

· Some options might be:

· How might you rewrite vs 18-19 with specific campus and community examples?

· How do you see people on campus responding to Jesus?

· How does this kind of Jesus differ from your perceptions of Him?

· What does it mean for you to follow this Jesus? 

To help set up the rest of the day:

· Arrive at the point that Jesus is crucified because his revolution seeks to redefine reality – overthrows Roman dominance and Jewish prejudice.

· Best of all it seeks to do this through love.

· However, systems of power and prejudice still exist today as we saw in the previous exercise. And, as we will see later, there are plenty of areas where we need to both repent, and bring the power of the Gospel to bear.
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