The mess kills the King…

Antiphonal Reading – Luke 4:14-30 & Matthew 21:33-44

Tuesday (11:30 - 11:40 PM)


11:30 – 11:40 PM
Antiphonal Reading (Luke 4:14-30, Matthew 21:33-44, adapted 

from The Message, Eugene H. Peterson, NavPress, 2003)

Instructions:

You need to either ask for 5 volunteers for this session, or have the person leading it use their Process Group. It would also be helpful to give them a chance to practice. 

Narrator:

Jesus returned to Galilee powerful in the Spirit. News that he was back spread through the countryside. He taught in their meeting places to everyone’s acclaim and pleasure.

Jesus came to Nazareth where he had grown up. As he always did on the Sabbath, Jesus went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he was handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

Reader 1:

God’s Spirit is on me;


He’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor,

Sent me to announce pardon to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind,

To set the burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s year to act!”

Narrator:

He rolled up the scroll, and handed it to the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the place was on Jesus, waiting, wondering.

Reader 1:

You’ve just heard Scripture make history. It came true just now in this place.

Reader 2:

What a good speaker this Jesus is!

Reader 3:

He speaks so well.

Reader 4:

So poised!

Reader 2 & 3:

But isn’t this Joseph’s son? You know.

Reader 3 & 4:

The one we’ve known since he was this small.

Reader 1:

I suppose you’re going to quote the proverb, “Doctor, go heal yourself. Do here in your hometown what we heard you did in Capernaum.” Well, let me tell you something: No prophet is ever welcomed in his hometown. Isn’t it a fact that there were many widows in Israel at the time of Elijah during that three and a half years of drought when famine devastated the land, but the only widow to whom Elijah was sent was in Sarepta in Sidon? And there were many lepers in Israel at the time of the prophet Elisha but the only one cleansed was Naaman the Syrian?

Reader 2 & 3:

What are you saying? What are you implying? Who do you think you are? Get out of here! Go away from here!

Narrator:

Yelling and accusations weren’t enough. Telling him to leave wasn’t enough. They escorted him to a mountain cliff at the edge of the city with intentions of pushing him down to his doom.

But Jesus gave them the slip, and went on his way to Capernaum, a village in Galilee. He taught them about the Sabbath, and once again they were surprised and impressed.

Narrator:

Jesus taught using parables, drawing people in with the story but leaving people asking questions about the characters and plot and the meaning. Come listen.

Reader 1:

Listen closely. There once was a man, a wealthy farmer, who planted a vineyard. He fenced it, dug a winepress, put up a watchtower, then turned it over to the farmhands and went off on a trip. When it was time to harvest the grapes, he sent his servants back to collect his profits.

The farmhands grabbed the first servant and beat him up. The next one they murdered. They threw stones at the third but he got away. The owner tried again, sending more servants. Those servants got the same violent welcome.

Reader 2:

I am at the end of my rope. Maybe if I send my son my farmhands will come to their senses. Surely, they will respect my son.

Reader 1:

But when the farmhands saw the son arrive, they rubbed their hands in greed.

Reader 3:

This is the heir! Let’s kill him and have it all for ourselves.

Reader 4:

If we get rid of the heir the profits and the land will be ours!

Reader 3 & 4:

(motion: point to where the son might be and slit their necks as if to indicate their intentions to kill the son.)

Reader 2:

Now when I, the owner of the vineyard, arrive home from my trip to find my servants and my son dead, what do you think I will do to the farmhands?

Reader 3 & 4:

He’ll kill them – a rotten bunch, and good riddance! Then he’ll assign the vineyard to farmhands who will hand over the profits when it’s time!

Reader 1:

Right! And you can read it yourselves in your Bibles:


“The stone the masons threw out is now the cornerstone. This is God’s work; we rub our eyes, we can hardly believe it!

This is the way with you. God’s kingdom will be taken back from you and handed over to a people who will live out a kingdom life. Whoever stumbles on this Stone gets shattered; whoever the Stone falls on gets smashed.

Narrator:

When the religious leaders heard this story, they knew. They knew it was aimed at them. They wanted to arrest Jesus and put him in jail, but, intimidated by public opinion they held back. Most people held him to be a prophet of God.
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