The King enters the mess…

Exposition – John 4

Monday (4:25 - 5:10 PM)


Where we’ve been

· heard of God’s original intent.

· experienced the pain of the fall.

· identified what the world should have been like and what it is like.

Where we’re going

· John 4 showing Jesus interacting with the brokenness of our world, by modeling a different way of living.

· Looking at different examples of ways Jesus overturned the brokenness – try to express that in new ways.
EXPOSITION:  JOHN 4, JESUS MEETS A SAMARITAN WOMAN

Instructions:  The following exposition is a sample talk given by Jason Huang, a previous track leader.  The emphasis of this exposition should be on how Jesus openly entered into and interacted with the brokenness of this world.  We see this most clearly in his encounter with the Samaritan woman, where issues of race, religion, and power could have easily gotten in the way of Jesus’ message.  The most important thing we want the students to understand is how Jesus often calls us into the messy, uncomfortable places of the world in order to reach the lost and bring transformation.  Please review the following exposition and tailor it to your own style, but keep this focus in mind.

There is also a PowerPoint presentation that you can use with this talk to give the students some visuals notes and points as well.

Sample Exposition:
Read Passage (John 4:1-42):  encourage students to read it out loud

 [Thank students for reading]

1) Introduction to Passage

a) Initial Thoughts – Spend time developing your own introduction.  A sample from a previous track leader is included below:
SAMPLE INTRO:  “I had a really difficult time preparing this passage.  As I initially read through Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan I couldn’t help but ask myself, ‘Who talks like this?!’  Seriously!  It made me think of the character Sphinx from the movie Mystery Men.  He was always walking around spouting these one-line proverbs that seemed profound, but that no one could understand.  Jesus’ dialogue seems so confusing.  This is why it is important for us to look closely at and understand the context of this passage…
b) Context of Passage

i) Beginning of Jesus’ ministry

ii) Jesus has gathered disciples

iii) Disciples have started baptizing people in Judea

iv) This is right after Jesus interaction with Nicodemus (Pharisee)

· religion is not enough to save him / must be born again

· big contrast to the Samaritan woman

c) Brief Summary of Passage

i) Jesus leaves Judea to Galilee (via Samaria)

ii) Has a super weird conversation w/ Samaritan woman

· Starts with “innocent drink” ( ends w/ Jesus’ identity revealed

iii) Has a second weird conversation w/ Disciples

· Teaches on food / harvest

iv) Jesus chills w/ Samaritans

· Woman tells town about Jesus

· Many become believers 

d) Transition

i) I want us to take a closer look at this passage

· Better understand the odd / dense dialogue

· To understand what John is trying to say to us

He [Jesus] left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.  4Now he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.  7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  9The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.[a])  

2) Crossing Barriers 

a) Read verses 4 – 8

i) If you heard this story back then, it would make you really uncomfortable and question if Jesus knew what he was doing.  Jesus “should not” be grabbing a drink with the Samaritan women for a slew of reasons: ...

b) “For Jews do not associate with Samaritans” (verse 9)

i) Long historic ethno religious conflict

· Samaritans had theological differences

(a) Believed in ‘Samaritan’ Torah (first 5 books only)

(b) Also, adopted other local deities and religious practices

(c) Place of worship in Mount Gerizim vs. Jerusalem

(i) Where God chose to establish his name (Deut12:5)

· Heated historic conflict

(a) 300 years prior to Jesus, Romans used Samaria as base to control over Jewish Territory.

(b) Jews retaliated in 128BC by destroying the Samaritan temple

(c) A few year before Jesus’ birth Samaritans ransacked Jewish temple and threw dead bones across the area to foil Passover plans 
[eg. Grinch who stole Christmas]
ii) Jewish posture toward Samaritans

· Avoidance / Hostility

(a) Some Jews even refused to travel through Samaria

c) Cross-Gender Tension

· “Flirt to convert”?

(a) Expected to maintain a distance of 20ft 

(b) Jesus’ asking for a drink of water could be considered inappropriate flirting [Jewish guys had it easy back then!!]
d) Clean / Unclean tension

· Jesus was a respected rabbi

ii) Promiscuous Woman

· Women usually came in groups during cool hours

· Samaritan woman was alone.  Outcast / Ashamed

· Five husbands / considered unclean/ sinful 

iii)  “Dirty” Samaritan

· Samaritan drink was considered unclean

e) Big Contrast

· Jesus = Respected Jewish Rabbi

· Woman = Shameful promiscuous Samaritan

All these boundaries are setup so that any “level headed Jew” would avoid this interaction….

f) Jesus is not afraid to cross the boundaries the world has created

i) Jesus is in a place where “a Jew does NOT belong”

· If you were you a Jew, you would be extremely uncomfortable in Jesus’ situation and might be thinking….

(a) Social Pressure - “What would my religious friends think?”

(b) Moral Status - “This woman is immoral.  I should not be here”

(c) Fear of Different People / Unkown - “I’m in a place that I’m not welcome.  I am the ethnic minority.  These people are not culturally like me”

(d) Heated History of Conflicts - “These people have sinned against my people.  They don’t deserve my attention”

· JESUS IS NOT AFRAID TO ENTER UNCOMFORTABLE PLACES! 

· JESUS DOES NOT AVOID!!

· JESUS INTENTIONALLY ENTERS!!

ii) Where are the places that are uncomfortable for you?

· Where are places that a Christian “does not belong?”

(a) Bar / Clubs / Parties [grinding / alcohol / weed]

(b) GLBT community

(c) Muslim mosque, Buddhist temple, Jewish synagogue, etc…
(d) Hanging out with an ethnic group other than your own

(i) White / Asians ( Black community

(ii) Asians ( exclusive Asian American community

(e)  Different Socio-economic class (eg. Urban Poor areas)

· JESUS IS NOT AFRAID TO ENTER THESE UNCOMFOTABLE PLACES!

10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."  11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?"  13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."  15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 

 16He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."  17"I have no husband," she replied.    Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true."  19"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."  21Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  25The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us."  26Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."
3) Addressing Needs, Proclaiming Truth, Offering Solution

a) Jesus initiates a challenging and odd dialogue

i) Drink of water ( “Living Water”

ii) Call your husband ( 5 husbands ( “prophet”

iii) Place of Worship ( “True Worship”

b) Flow and Posture of Jesus’ conversation

· [Don’t want to go into details about each sentence]

ii) Jesus enters into the Samaritan’s needs / brokenness / hurt

· Physical need (water)

· Emotional need (5 husbands)

· Social need (shame of promiscuity)

· Spiritual need (place of worship)

iii) Jesus is speaks truth into messy matters

· Jesus calls her out on her promiscuity

(a) “I have no husband”

(b) “You have had 5 husbands! ...”

· Jesus addresses dispute about Place of Worship

(a) “you worship what you do not know”

(b) “salvation is from the Jews”

Jesus doesn’t just preach harsh truth….

iv) Jesus offers solution (Himself)

· Jesus point to himself as the solution throughout conversation

(a) “if you knew who I was… I could give you living water”

(b) Reveals himself as a prophet… “I know what’s up”

(c) Jesus moves beyond the historic dispute about the place of worship 

(i) Talks about “true worship” 

“23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth” 

(ii) Speaks about restoration / reuniting with God

(d) Samaritan woman recognizes need for the “Messiah”

(i) Jesus says “I am the Messiah” !!!!!!

(ii) Climax of interaction

1. Woman drops water jar and leaves to go tell the town

c) Jesus is not afraid to get into the messy uncomfortable places of the Samaritan woman. He offers truth and a solution to the mess….

i) WHAT ARE THE MESSY UNCOMFORTABLE AREAS OF OUR LIVES? [things that we don’t like to talk about]

· Past sin committed against you (victim of abuse, racism)

· Shame of past sin or current sin

· Gender Identity

· Relationship Issue

· Family Issues

ii) JESUS WANTS TO ENTER IN!!

· He wants to speak TRUTH and offer SOLUTION

27Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?"  28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29"Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ[b]?" 30They came out of the town and made their way toward him.  31Meanwhile his disciples urged him, "Rabbi, eat something."  32But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you know nothing about."  33Then his disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?"  34"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. 38I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor." 39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41And because of his words many more became believers.  42They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."  

4) Reaping the Ripe Harvest

a) Jesus continues to have an equally confusing interaction with disciples

i) Disciples come back with food for Jesus

· Jesus almost sounds frustrated

32But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you know nothing about."
ii) What is Jesus is Jesus talking about?

(a) My Food = doing the will of God

b) Jesus is telling the disciples to “Open their eyes!”

i) Disciples

· concerned about real food (Jesus – living water…etc) 

· choose not to interact w/ Samaritan woman (uncomfortable)

ii) Jesus says “Open your eyes!!!”

· Disciples see a sinful woman (suspicion)

· Jesus sees “harvest”

c) Jesus invites the disciples to enter the messy uncomfortable place w/ him

37Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. 38I sent you to reap what you have not worked for.

i) Jesus and others are already at work!

· It’s happening already!1

· “Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor” (NRSV)

· Jesus invites the disciples to ENTER IN

ii) Disciples and Jesus end up staying in Samaria (2 extra days)

d) Jesus and Disciples see the Harvest together

i) They stay in Samaritan community

ii) Jesus preaches 

· “Many more believed”

· “We know that this is truly the Savior of the world”

In the same way Jesus invited the Disciples…. 

e) JESUS IS INVITING US TO ENTER THE UNCOMFORTABLE PLACES WITH HIM!

i) Open your eyes to the uncomfortable places for you.  They are places of ministry!  Places where Jesus wants to come into!!

ii) You are not alone. You are entering in with him and others!

5) For the leader:  This is a good chance to share a personal story of how Jesus made you enter into an uncomfortable place or situation in order to reach out to another person.  Below is a sample story for a previous track leader to give you some ideas for how to proceed with this section
SAMPLE STORY:  
a) Background: High school / Early College

i) I was the typical immature kid w/ crude humor

ii) Made fun of lots of people (Especially Gay people)

· Made someone breakdown and cry, “gayhee”

· Things were “gay” if I didn’t like them

· My friends and I would sarcastically pretend we were gay sometimes (touch each other)

· Rarely met anyone gay… but if I did, I avoided them and wrote them off as annoying flamboyant messed up freaks

b) College Senior Year 

i) Jesus began to slap me around and opened my eyes! 

ii) Xining Global Project

· Chinese roommate accepted Jesus

· Ended up being gay

· Denial

iii) A very close family member came out of the closet

· hurt by his interaction with me

· hurt by the Christian College fellowship he was a part of

· Was a Christian / Struggled w/ homosexuality…. Whaa???

(a) Begin to wrestle with these issues…

iv) Two mentors (Christian)

· One moved away and chose to live out the lifestyle

(a) Still trying to reconcile what God has to say….

· One had already received healing 

(a) had come out of struggling with homosexuality

c) Jesus was at work and invited me into an uncomfortable place

Despite me believing Jesus and gay people did not go together…

i) Jesus was and is continuing to work in each of these peoples lives

· I received prayer from these friends 

· I have prayed for /with these friends

ii) As as result of all this… Jesus FORCED me to wrestle with my own issues of masculinity.

· Read a bunch of books / received healing

iii) I am still thinking through the theology of how Jesus and homosexuality reconcile…. But one this is for sure….

· JESUS IS IN THE MESSY UNCOMFORTABLE PLACES and it would be extremely ignorant for us to believe otherwise….

6) Final APPLICATION

a) Write down the uncomfortable places where God is calling you into…

i) List out what specifically makes you uncomfortable.

· Some of them sound similar to disciples….

ii) Write down ways God is already at work 

iii) How is God be calling you to join him in his work?

b) Pray! Pray! 

i) God would open our eyes

ii) Pleasure of joining his harvesting
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