We are the mess…

Interactive Exercise
Wednesday (9:00 - 10:00 AM)


WHERE WE HAVE BEEN

We have looked at how sin has corrupted the world and how Jesus entered into the mess to try and change this wrecked world of ours.  However, the people that Jesus came to save rejected him and the mess kills the King.  We ended our last session trying to answer the question, “What would we crucify Jesus for today?”  Now we are going to bring it even closer to home.

WHERE WE ARE GOING

In this session we are going to take a hard look at how the church too often has either ignored its calling to change the world.  Instead, followers of Christ have either stood idly by or even actively participated in the cycles of sin that reign in our world.  In this activity, students are going to take a hard look at some examples of this and will see that we are the mess.

THE METHOD:  Interactive Zones

Interactive Zones are one way for students to engage in some of these issues of brokenness in a manner that encourages reflection and confession.  

At each station there will be a story about ways in which Christians have perpetuated cycles of sin and brokenness in the world around them (acts of violence, extortion, racism, etc).

Black pieces of foam board will also have questions on them to challenge the students to think about the ways in which they have been affected by or even complicit in these cycles of brokenness.  Students will be encouraged to place stickers on the foam board in response to the questions posed there.

LAYOUT

There are a total of five stations that will be present in the room.  These stations are as follows:

· STATION 1:  Abortion Bombings
Story:  “Do not repay anyone evil for evil…” (Romans 12:17-21), Rev. Paul Hill killing doctors who perform abortions because he believes it is the will of God
Foam Board:  “When you hear the word ‘terrorist’ who or what comes to mind?”
*have students write their responses on a Post-It note and place it on the board
· STATION 2:  Racism
Story:  “My brothers, don’t show favoritism…” (1 Cor. 12:24b-27), LifeWay publishers produces a VBS curriculum that stereotypes the Asian-American community
Foam Board:  “I have been a victim of racial or ethnic discrimination…I have made a racist comment and/or harbored racist thoughts…I have seen or heard of racism within my own church”
*have students place a sticker next to the statements with which they identify
· STATION 3:  Greed
Story:  “Sell all you have, give it to the poor, and follow me…” (Luke 18:18-25), the failure of American Christians to tithe generously
Foam Board:  “If Jesus asked you to give up some part of your lifestyle in order to give it to the poor, what would be most difficult to give up?”
*have students place a sticker next to the option with which they most identify
· STATION 4:  Pornography
Story:  “Be imitators of God, as beloved children…” (Ephesians 5:1-2 & 15-21), the growing number of pastors and lay people who are addicted to porn
Foam Board:  “How much have you been affected by the porn industry?”
*have students place a sticker next to the statements with which they identify
· STATION 5:  Environmental Stewardship
Story:  “Take care of it…” (Genesis 2:15), the opposition to environmental stewardship that is present in American churches
Foam Board:  “What are some of the ways your lifestyle contributes to the environmental crises?”
*have students place a sticker next to the statements with which they identify
As students arrive at each station, have them read the piece of Scripture found there as well as the story that they find there (included below).  These stories each depict ways in which Christians have failed to live up to the calling presented in the Scripture that they just read.  Students will then have an opportunity to look at the foam board present there and respond by placing stickers on the foam board in response to the questions or statements that they find there.

To create the necessary atmosphere, we recommend that you go through the materials and decide where you would like to place each station within your room.  There is also a CD with songs that you can play softly in the background to help set the mood.  We suggest that students try to remain quiet so that they can give each other enough time and space to reflect.  If they need to leave the room, they are free to do so.
MATERIALS

A variety of materials will be needed to pull this session off well.  Here is a list of what may be needed to help you as you prepare.

· Speakers or stereo:  to play suggested music during the interactive zone time

· 5 pieces of foam board with the questions present on them
(will be provided at Cedar or Timber Wolf)

· 5 stories for each station (included below)

· Red dot stickers (will be present at Cedar or Timber Wolf)
OPTIONS FOR LARGE SPACE OR GROUP

If you have a larger space, make sure there is plenty of room between each station.  

Have the students rotate through the stations in their process groups, taking turns reading the stories out loud to each other and then responding to the questions on the board using the stickers.  You can start each small group at a different station and have them rotate through the space.

Once they have visited each station, have them return to their tables, encouraging them to spend any remaining time in quiet reflection.

After each small group is seated, lead them in a time of reflection on what they just read and encountered.  You can do this by having them spend some time in small group discussion.  Some possible discussion questions are as follows:


· Which story shocked you the most?

· Was there a question or statement from one of the foam boards that you really identified with or were struck by?  Which one(s)?

· How do you think God views each of these things?

· What role might God be calling you to play in responding to these areas of brokenness?

After you have had some time to discuss in small groups, gather some thoughts as a whole group.  And again remind them about why we did this activity.  Have them spend some time in small groups responding to this experience in prayer.  Then transition to the Concert of Prayer and Lectio Divina session.
OPTIONS FOR SMALLER SPACE OR GROUP

If you have a smaller group or space for this activity, you may want to take down or remove the chairs from the room for this activity.  Place the pieces of foam board on the walls using masking tape or on tables around the edges of the room.

Students can then move from one station to the next in pairs or groups of three, taking turns reading the stories out loud to each other and then responding to the questions on the board using the stickers.  You can start each group at a different station and have them rotate through the space.

Once they have visited each station, have them sit down together (either on the floor or in chairs depending on the size of the space), encouraging them to spend any remaining time in quiet reflection.

Once everyone is seated, lead them in a time of reflection on what they just read and encountered.  Do this as a whole group.  Some possible discussion questions are as follows:

· Which story shocked you the most?

· Was there a question or statement from one of the foam boards that you really identified with or were struck by?  Which one(s)?

· How do you think God views each of these things?

· What role might God be calling you to play in responding to these areas of brokenness?

Conclude by reminding them about why we did this activity.  Spend some time as a whole group responding to this experience in prayer. Then transition to the Concert of Prayer and Lectio Divina session.
Story 1:  “Do not repay anyone evil for evil…”

Have those present read Romans 12:17-21:

17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay,"says the Lord. 20On the contrary:

   "If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

      if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

   In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."

21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

In 1994 Rev. Paul Hill killed Dr. John Britton and his volunteer escort James Barrett as they drove up to The Ladies Center, an abortion clinic in Pensacola, Florida.  This action was later applauded by a friend of Hill’s, the Reverend Michael Bray, who openly encouraged the bombing of abortion clinics and the killing of doctor’s who perform abortions in his book A Time to Kill.

When interviewed by author and professor of Sociology Mark Juergensmeyer, Bray stated that he believed that Christians are called to overturn the corrupt moral order of America.

“Until this new moral order is established, Bray said, he and others like him who are aware of what is going on and have the moral courage to resist it are compelled to take action.  According to Bray, Christianity gave him the right to defend ‘innocent children,’ even by use of force, whether it involves, ‘destroying the facilities that they are regularly killed in, or taking the life of one who is murdering them.’  By the latter, Bray meant killing doctors and other clinical staff involved in performing abortions…In Bray’s mind, a little violence is a small price to pay for the possibility of fulfilling God’s law and establishing His kingdom on earth” (pgs. 23 & 30, Juergensmeyer, emphasis mine).

Story 2:  “My brothers, don’t show favoritism…”

Have those present read James 2:1 & 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 & 24b-27

1My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism.

12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

24bGod has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

In 2003, LifeWay publishing released a Vacation Bible Study curriculum entitled “Rickshaw Rally:  Far Out, Far East”.  Upon its release, LifeWay was inundated by calls and emails from concerned Asian-American pastors and ministry leaders who felt that the curriculum would perpetuate harmful and hurtful stereotypes of Asian-Americans and Asian cultures.  One prominent Korean-American pastor and speaker, Soong-Chan Rah, summarized these reactions by saying:

“Under the auspices of doing a VBS with a Japanese theme, the publisher caricatured and generalized all Asian cultures with various stereotypical images.  Using the image of a rickshaw (a symbol of economic and social oppression used more frequently in Chinese and South Asian culture), having a theme song mocking Asian culture (the chorus of the theme song is:  ‘Wax on, wax off, get your rickshaw read’), and encouraging VBS teachers to dress up like geishas and samurais were examples of how the publisher was attempting to introduce diversity to their children’s curriculum” (pg. 151, Gilbreath)

When the Asian-American community brought its concerns to the publisher in the form of a petition, LifeWay dismissed the petition as unscientific and told the Associated Press that “For every concerned raised by an Asian-American, we are receiving dozens of positive responses from Asian Americans.”  However, Christianity Today editor Edward Gilbreath notes that “there was never any proof of this offered” (pg. 153, Gilbreath). 

In a rebuttal letter to Christianity Today, the publishers justified their use of the curriculum by stating, “The truth is that [this company’s] VBS curriculum was used by tens of thousands of churches in 2004—including hundreds of Korean, Japanese, Chinese, and other ethnic churches—and resulted in more than 100,000 children, teenagers, and adults coming to faith in Jesus Christ.”

Story 3:  “Sell all you have, give it to the poor, and follow me…”

Have those present read Luke 18:18-25

18A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

 19"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 20You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'"

 21"All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said.

 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”   23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 24Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

In their recent book, Passing the Plate, authors Christian Smith, Michael Emerson, and Patricia Snell note that 1 in 4 American Protestants do not give any portion of their income to churches or charities.  Furthermore, over 1/3rd of evangelical Christians, who tend to give away relatively more of their money through tithes and charitable donations, give less than 2% of their annual income.

Christianity Today writer Rob Moll highlights the shock of this trend in the following way:

“American Christians' lack of generosity might not be as shocking if it didn't contrast so starkly with their astounding wealth. Passing the Plate's researchers say committed American Christians—those who say their faith is very important to them and those who attend church at least twice a month—earn more than $2.5 trillion dollars every year. On their own, these Christians could be admitted to the G7, the group of the world's seven largest economies. Smith and his coauthors estimate that if these Christians gave away 10 percent of their after-tax earnings, they would add another $46 billion to ministry around the world.”

Furthermore, additional research by these writers notes that American Christians could realistically increase their annual giving by $85.5 billion each year.  This figure becomes even more shocking when we realize that it would only cost $10.5 billion to end the global water crisis and another $10 billion could sponsor 20 million poor children for a year.  Sadly, Smith, Emerson, and Snell note that “the money given by the people in the pews, it turns out, is largely spent on the people in the pews. Only about 3 percent of money donated to churches and ministries went to aiding or ministering to non-Christians.”iii 
Story 4:  “Be imitators of God, as beloved children…”

Have those present read Ephesians 5:1-3 & 15-21

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints.

15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

In March 2008, Christianity Today published an article entitled “Help for the Sexually Desperate”, which focused on the growing number of Christian men who struggle with sexual addiction.  While researching for this article, CT consulting editor John W. Kennedy found that the number of Christians who struggle with viewing pornography has sky rocketed.  He spoke about his findings to CT writer Timothy Morgan:

“Don't assume that porn isn't a problem in the church. One evangelical leader was skeptical of survey findings that said 50 percent of Christian men have looked at porn recently. So he surveyed his own congregation. He found that 60 percent had done so within the past year, and 25 percent within the past 30 days. Other surveys reveal that one in three visitors to adult websites are women” (Porn’s Stranglehold, Timothy Morgan, March 2008, Vol. 52, No. 3).

Furthermore, In March of 2002 Rick Warren’s Pastors.com website conducted a survey on porn use of 1351 pastors: 54% of the pastors had viewed Internet pornography within the last year, and 30% of these had visited within the last 30 days.

FACT:  As one of the most profitable industries in the world, the rising demand for internet pornography has had a direct relationship to the increasing numbers of women and children trapped in illegal sex trafficking.

Story 5:  “Take care of it…”

Have those present read Genesis 1:1, 31 & Genesis 2:15

1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

31God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

In February 2006, over 85 evangelical leaders signed a statement affirming their commitment to work against climate change as a part of God’s call to care for His creation.  This statement, entitled Climate Change:  An Evangelical Call to Action, reads:

"Millions of people could die in this century because of climate change, most of them our poorest global neighbors.  Christians must care about climate change, because we love God the Creator and Jesus our Lord, through whom and for whom the creation was made. This is God's world, and any damage that we do to God's world is an offense against God himself."

In response to this action, several prominent leaders of the evangelical movement, including leaders from Focus on the Family, Prison Fellowship Ministries, and the National Association of Evangelicals responded to this action, saying “Claims of dangerous or catastrophic global warming are … based on grossly unrealistic assumptions about future energy use, dominant energy types, pollution levels, economic development, and other factors that do not reflect current facts or likely future situations.”v
Furthermore, Wayne Grudem, research professor of Bible and theology at Pheonix Seminary stated that carbon producing activities, such as “breathing, building a fire to cook or keep warm, driving a car or tractor, or burning coal to produce electricity … [are] morally good and necessary activities that God intended for us.  It seems very unlikely to me that God would have set up the earth to work in such a way that these good and necessary activities would actually destroy the earth."

NOTE TO STAFF:


This activity has the potential to be very emotionally and spiritually difficult for some students.  Our goal is to help students understand some of the ways in which the church is also a part of the mess in our broken world.   Nevertheless, this can be a challenging message, so we encourage you to be aware of those students who are struggling with this exercise.  Extra time outside of the session may be needed to care for some of your students.








� Story and material taken from Terror in the Mind of God:  The Global Rise of Religious Violence by Mark Juergensmeyer.  University of California Press:  Berkley 2003, pgs. 20-30.


� Story and material adapted from Reconciliation Blues:  A Black Evangelical’s Inside View of White Christianity by Edward Gilbreath.  InterVarsity Press:  Downers Grove 2006, pgs. 150-156.


� “Scrooge Lives!”, Rob Moll, Christianity Today, 5 December 2008.


� More information about the link between pornography and sex trafficking can be found in Pornography:  Driving the Demand in International Sex Trafficking, edited by David E. Guinn and Julie DiCaro. Xlibris Corporation 2007.


� Climate Change:  An Evangelical Call to Action, as quoted in “The New Climate Coalition”, Sheryl Henderson Blunt, Christianity Today, 8 February 2006.


� quoted in “Cool on Climate Change”, Sheryl Henderson Blunt, Christianity Today, 26 September 2006.
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