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Sketches of Leadership #27

SKETCHES of Leadership o     o     o     o     >@Jesus at Prayer in the Gospel of Luke

1. At the Baptism, 3:21-22 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 

also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

2. After a day of miracles, 4:42, 5:15-16  At daybreak he departed and went into a 

deserted place. And the crowds were looking for him; and when they reached him, they 

wanted to prevent him from leaving them. …

5:15But now more than ever the word about Jesus spread abroad; many crowds would 

gather to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. 16But he would withdraw to deserted 

places and pray.

3. Before choosing his disciples, 6:12-13 Now during those days he went out to the 

mountain to pray; and he spent the night in prayer to God. 13And when day came, he 

called his disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles…

4. At the transfi guration, 9:28-29, 35 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus 

took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And 

while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling 

white. … 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen 

to him!’

5. On the return of the 72, 10:21-22 At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit 

and said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 

things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. 22All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and 

no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.’ 

6. Before teaching them to pray, 11:1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he 

had fi nished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 

disciples.’ 

7. For Peter and the disciples, 22:31-32 ‘Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to 

sift all of you like wheat, 32but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and 

you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.’

8. At the point of suffering,  22:39-46 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the 

Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. 40When he reached the place, he said to 

them, ‘Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’ 41Then he withdrew from them 

about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42‘Father, if you are willing, remove this 

cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done. 45When he got up from prayer, he came 

to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, 46and he said to them, ‘Why are 

you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’ 

9. From the cross,  23:34 Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know 

what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing… 

@

From the context, what is Jesus 
praying about? What is he asking 
for?

Why would each scene be an 
important time to pray?
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“Jesus moved from one place of prayer to the next, performing miracles along the way.”
@Take some time to think about your own prayer life in the light of Jesus’ prayer life. What are some things God is teaching you about 

prayer? Do you have a regular or daily time of prayer? What would you like to see changed in your prayer life (e.g., consistency, praying for 

others, intimacy with God, listening, etc.)? What questions do you have about prayer? Make a note of your experiences of changes, questions, 

problems, and promises regarding prayer.

How does prayer affect Jesus’ 
ministry and Leadership? How can this be true for me?

Jesus’ early morning solitary prayer times helped him clear his mind 

from the constant distractions and infi nite demands of the crowds.

> How does prayer help me gain or regain vision and clarify what, of 

all the things I could do, is really best to do today?

Jesus had key decisions to make about selection and leadership. 

He had to discern what was in his followers’ hearts, and relied on 

wisdom from God.

> James 1:5-7 says that prayer for wisdom is always something God 

will grant, if we don’t doubt he wants us to have it. In what areas do I 

need prayer for wisdom right now?

Jesus is honored both at his baptism and his transfi guration as God’s 

beloved and chosen son, while he is at prayer.

> It is possible for people to mistrust or misjudge our motives in 

ministry. How might I benefi t from prayer for people to recognize the 

way God is at work in and through me?

Jesus tells Peter he has prayed for him, knowing that he will be sifted 

and will fail. This will give Peter the needed perspective to repent and 

turn back, and to take leadership to encourage his brothers.

> For whom am I interceding lately, and have I taken time to let them 

know how I am praying for them?

Jesus was often at prayer, alone but within sight of the disciples. This 

made them eager to learn to pray, and so they ask him to teach them 

to, and how to, pray.

> Is my prayer life genuinely visible to others in ways that attracts 

them and causes them to appreciate the value of prayer?
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9. From the cross,  23:34 Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know 

what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing… 

@

From the context, what is Jesus 
praying about? What is he asking 
for?

Why would each scene be an 
important time to pray?

Wisdom & guidance (1,3, 6), 
confi rmation (1,4), thanksgiving 
(5), interceding for his disciples 
(3,5,7,8), forgiving others (9)

• Key transition times in his 
ministry (1,3,4,5,7,8)
• Focus, guidance or clarity 
about next steps (2,3,6)
• Intercession (5,7)
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“Jesus moved from one place of prayer to the next, performing miracles along the way.”

How does prayer affect Jesus’ 
ministry and Leadership? How can this be true for me?

Jesus’ early morning solitary prayer times helped him clear his mind 

from the constant distractions and infi nite demands of the crowds.

> How does prayer help me gain or regain vision and clarify what, of 

all the things I could do, is really best to do today?

Jesus had key decisions to make about selection and leadership. 

He had to discern what was in his followers’ hearts, and relied on 

wisdom from God.

> James 1:5-7 says that prayer for wisdom is always something God 

will grant, if we don’t doubt he wants us to have it. In what areas do I 

need prayer for wisdom right now?

Jesus is honored both at his baptism and his transfi guration as God’s 

beloved and chosen son, while he is at prayer.

> It is possible for people to mistrust or misjudge our motives in 

ministry. How might I benefi t from prayer for people to recognize the 

way God is at work in and through me?

Jesus tells Peter he has prayed for him, knowing that he will be sifted 

and will fail. This will give Peter the needed perspective to repent and 

turn back, and to take leadership to encourage his brothers.

> For whom am I interceding lately, and have I taken time to let them 

know how I am praying for them?

Jesus was often at prayer, alone but within sight of the disciples. This 

made them eager to learn to pray, and so they ask him to teach them 

to, and how to, pray.

> Is my prayer life genuinely visible to others in ways that attracts 

them and causes them to appreciate the value of prayer?

Focus and Vision

Guidance and Wisdom

Intercession and Foresight

Modeling

Revelation and Authority

@Take some time to think about your own prayer life in the light of Jesus’ prayer life. What are some things God is teaching you about 

prayer? Do you have a regular or daily time of prayer? What would you like to see changed in your prayer life (e.g., consistency, praying for 

others, intimacy with God, listening, etc.)? What questions do you have about prayer? Make a note of your experiences of changes, questions, 

problems, and promises regarding prayer.
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