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Advent Reading 1 

Isaiah 52:13-53.12 

13 See, my servant will act wisely; 

    he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 
14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him— 

    his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being 

    and his form marred beyond human likeness— 
15 so he will sprinkle many nations,  

    and kings will shut their mouths because of him. 

For what they were not told, they will see, 

    and what they have not heard, they will understand. 

53 Who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4 Surely he took up our pain 

    and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

    stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 



8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

    Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

    for the transgression of my people he was punished.  
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

    and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

    and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, 

he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

    and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 
11 After he has suffered, 

    he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

    and he will bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,  

    and he will divide the spoils with the strong,  

because he poured out his life unto death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Going Deeper 

Observation: List all the ways Isaiah describes the servant. 

Interpretation: Why does God interact with the servant the way that He does? 

Application: Respond in worship, thanking God for this servant, and praying for 

someone in your life who does not know Jesus to come to know this servant and what 

he has done.   



Advent Reading 2 

Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 

Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her 

and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 

with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 

Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 

give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 

God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 

who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God 

will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 

the angel left her. 

 

 

Going Deeper 

Observation: What does Gabriel foretell about the baby to be born? 

Interpretation: How might bearing this child make Mary’s life difficult? What would it 

take for her to embrace this from God? 

Application: How can you submit to difficult circumstances in your life or challenges 

from God today? Use Mary’s words of submission as you pray about God’s will for your 

life.  



Advent Reading 3 

Luke 2:1-20 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.)3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also 

went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to 

register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave 

birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest room available for them. 8 And there were shepherds 

living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of 

the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 

that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in 

the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”15 When the 

angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 

about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 

lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 

what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 

pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 

Going Deeper 

Observation: Identify and describe the various characters in this passage.  

Interpretation: How do each of the characters react to Jesus’ birth? 

Application:  Which of them would you most like to be like? Why? 



Advent Reading 4 

Matthew 2 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 

king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 

had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 

them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 

this is what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for 

the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 

when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 

saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 

they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 

to their country by another route. 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get 

up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 

you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 

Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord 

had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 

he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old 



and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what 

was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

    weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

    and refusing to be comforted, 

    because they are no more.” 

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But 

when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of 

Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 

said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going Deeper 

Observation: How do the different people in this passage (King Herod, the Magi, “all 

Jerusalem,” priests and teachers of the law) react to news of Jesus’ birth?  

Interpretation: What is the significance of the fact that, although Jesus is called the 

“king of the Jews” in verse 2 and a “ruler and shepherd of Israel” in verse 6, his first 

worshippers were not Jewish but were from a different part of the world? 

Application: Join the Magi in offering yourself in worship to King Jesus.   



Christmas Reading 

John 1:1-18 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without 

him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the 

light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not 

the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 

world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 

him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all 

who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 

15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about 

when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before 

me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already 

given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God 

and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 

 

Going Deeper 

Observation: List all the ways that Jesus is described in this passage.  

Interpretation: Why do you think John begins his gospel with this description of Jesus? 

Application: Write your own description of Jesus and the significance of his incarnation. 


